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PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. PALLISER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

[Speaks in Inuttitut.] | will assume the role of Speaker until a Speaker is
selected. | would like to call to order the 9th Session of the 4th
Nunatsiavut Assembly. | would like to ask Minister Carlene Palliser to say

the opening prayer. Minister Palliser.

[Recites prayer.]

Nakummek. This is the first Assembly since the October 2020 adoption of
the Special Standing Orders for the conduct of proceedings of the
Nunatsiavut Assembly in the exceptional circumstances of the Covid-19
pandemic. We have the majority of Assembly Members present, but as
we are continuing to observe Covid-19 health measures, we have a
minimum number of staff and outside attendees. AngajukKak Julius
Dicker and Minister Jim Lyall have been properly excused from attending
this sitting. Our Assembly presenters will participate by telephone. The
interpreter, translator is Gus Semigak. Robert Ford and Damen Pottle are
the Information Technology staff helping out for this Assembly. As well,
we would like to recognize two OKalaKatiget Society staff, Sarah Abel and

Johansi Tuglavina. If there are any questions around travel and logistics,



PRESIDENT LAMPE:

please contact the Assistant to the Clerk, Tabea Onalik by email. We go

on to Item number two, which is the "Opening Address by the President."

Nakummek Ukatti, which is to the Speaker. [Speaks in Inuttitut]. Dear
Assembly Members. The purpose of the Nunatsiavut Covid-19
Emergency, its subsidy program is to provide assistance to those most
vulnerable and those economically impacted by the pandemic, in
covering costs of home heating. Eligible recipients receive assistance
with acquiring wood, or in covering some of the costs of electric heat or
furnace and/or stove oil. Like others, this program is intended as a
supplement and not meant to replace an individual's responsibility to pay
for normal expenses relating to heating their homes. As well, under the
program, assistance will be provided to those who have no means in
which to heat their homes either because of non-existent or broken
furnaces, wood stoves and chimneys that are in states of disrepair, or
fuel tanks that are not certified. Assistance will be provided for one-time
repairs to qualifying applicants. Likewise, as is the case with all of our
programs, seniors are eligible to apply but are not required to provide
proof of income. As was the case during the first round, these
emergency response initiatives are of tremendous help to Labrador Inuit.
We have had regular teleconferences with Indigenous Services Minister
Marc Miller and Northern Affairs Minister, Dan Vandal since the start of
the pandemic. The discussions have been very productive. Both
Ministers have been very understanding to our concerns and unique

challenges. I'd like to thank the Government of Canada for working with



us and for recognizing the real importance of protecting Labrador Inuit
from this terrible disease. We have been very fortunate to not have any
cases of Covid in our communities. While geography is on our side, |
would like to thin our success can also be attributed to the work we have
done as a Government and by working with the Inuit Community
Governments to encourage and promoting public health protocols while
discouraging non-essential travel to, from and between our communities.
To all Members of the Assembly, the Inuit Community Governments,
Nunatsiavut Government staff and to all beneficiaries, thank you for your
hard work, sacrifices and support in helping us all get through these
uncertain and difficult times. As we continue to see the increases in
Covid cases across the country, and despite the fact that many in our
communities have already received the first does of the vaccine, now, is
not the time to become complacent. We must continue to remain
vigilant by following all public health protocols and by supporting those
most vulnerable. On another note, Members of the Nunatsiavut
Executive Council met with Premier Andrew Furey, Minister Lisa
Dempster and Member of Parliament, Yvonne Jones, this past
November. Agenda items included the Nain airstrip, issues around our
Rigolet gas station and a supply of fuel and a prefeasibility study into
establishing a road link from central Labrador to our communities. There
was also some discussion on ongoing justice issues, energy security, the
emergency homeless shelter in Happy Valley Goose Bay and deficits

incurred as a result of administering the Supportive Living Program. It



PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

was a very positive and productive meeting which led to a commitment
to work more collaboratively to advance issues of mutual concern for the
benefit of Labrador Inuit and Labrador Inuit communities - and indeed,
the entire province. The Premier agreed assuming he and his
Government is successful in the upcoming Provincial election, to keep
lines of communications open and to work closely with the Nunatsiavut
Government and the Government of Canada where necessary, to help

address some of our most pressing needs. Thank you.

Iltem number three is to "Recognize our visitors in the Gallery." We have
no visitors in the gallery today. And Iltem number four, "Selection of
Speaker." The position of Speaker is currently vacant, and | would like to
thank the past Ordinary Member of Canada and the past Speaker of the
Nunatsiavut Assembly, Mr. Edward Blake Rudkowski for his service. It is
now my duty to nominate an Ordinary Member as Speaker. | wish to
nominate for approval of the Assembly, the Ordinary Member for Upper
Lake Melville, Marlene Winters, as Speaker of the Assembly. Ordinary

Member Winters, do you accept?

Yes, | do.

And | wanna seek consensus from the Assembly. | will take a show of
hands from Members for approval of this selection of Speaker. We have
unanimous consent. | apologize for the delay in the Oath of Office for

Speaker. [Audio mutes]

[Audio Resumes]



PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHELLER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEERER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

In the presence of the Members of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

In the presence of the Members of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

And in full realization of the responsibilities that have been entrusted to

me...

And in full realization of the responsibilities that have been entrusted to

me...

...by the Members of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

...by the Members of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

..., Marlene Winters-Wheeler...

...swear, solemnly affirm, that | will obey, observe, uphold and maintain

the rights and privileges of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

...swear, solemnly affirm, that | will obey, observe, uphold, and maintain

the rights and privileges of the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

...and the Standing Orders and Procedures of the Nunatsiavut Assembly

...and the Standing Orders and Procedures of the Nunatsiavut Assembly.

And | solemnly and sincerely promise...

And | solemnly and sincerely promise...

...to represent and speak for the Nunatsiavut Assembly...

...to represent and speak for the Nunatsiavut Assembly.

...with integrity and honouir....



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

...with integrity and honour....

...to preside over the business of the Nunatsiavut Assembly

...to preside over the business of the Nunatsiavut Assembly

...and enforce the rules and procedures of the Assembly with

independence...

...and to enforce the rules and procedures of the Assembly with

independence...

...fairness, impartiality, patience and understanding.

...fairness, impartiality, patience and understanding.

And to promote the efficient operation of the Nunatsiavut Assembly.

And to promote the efficient operation of the Nunatsiavut Assembly.

And prevent the obstruction or frustration of the Assembly in the

conduct of its business.

And prevent the obstruction or frustration of the Assembly in the

conduct of its business.

So, help me God.

So, help me God.

Just sign here. May | present to you, The Speaker of the Nunatsiavut

Assembly.

[Applause]



PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. SAUNDERS:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. ASIVAK:

UKatti, Madame Speaker, | would like to once again, on behalf of the
Nunatsiavut Government, congratulate you for accepting the important
job as the Speaker of the Nunatsiavut Assembly. And | hand out the chair
to the Speaker to continue with Assembly business. Again,

congratulations.

Thank you, Honourable President. It's an honour for me to have been
selected and appointed as the Speaker. | promise | will do my very best
and to ensure that the business is conducted in accordance with the
Standing Orders and Procedures and that Members can participate fully
in the proceedings as we represent our constituents. | wish to thank the
Members of the Assembly for accepting me as your Speaker. It's my
privilege to ask Mr. Roland Saunders if he would like to accept the

position of Deputy Speaker.

| would gladly, accept.

Thank you. Thank you. Mr. Roland Saunders is now our Deputy Speaker.
Okay. Thank you. Now on to Item Six, "Ministers Statements". Are there
any Ministers Statements today? Okay, | call upon Member for Upper

Lake Melville, Minister of Department of Health and Social Development,

Mr. Gerald Asivak.

Thank you, Madame Speaker. And congratulations. The roll out of
vaccine in Nunatsiavut went extremely well. The weather cooperated
and the team reached every community on schedule. The preparation in

communities was excellent and turn out at the vaccine clinics was very



good. Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make this happen and all
individuals who acted responsibly in receiving the vaccine. | will share
the demographics for each community now. Makkovik: Eligible
population for adults 18 and over, population 221, administered 163-,
percentage 73.8 percent. Hopedale: Population 453-, 321 administered,
70.9 percent. Nain: 775 eligible, 514 administered-, 66.3 percent.
Rigolet: 221, 197 administered, 89.1 percent. Postville: population
eligible 147, 100 administered-, 68 percent, for an overall percentage of
71.3 percent. NG DHSD Public Health with Labrador Grenfell Health,
Madame Speaker, will be Administering the second dosage next week.
Madame Speaker, Nain TB update: Two active cases of tuberculosis. One
individual resides in the community, diagnosed in December of 2020.
The other currently at Labrador Correctional Centre, diagnosed
November 2020. Both are reported to be doing well with treatment. The
November case, many contacts have received follow-up, including their
second tuberculosis skin test and have been discharged. Some follow-up
is still underway. The December case, contact tracing is under way.
Chest x-ray clinics scheduled for contacts in Nain on February 9th.
Tuberculosis clinic dates to follow. Madame Speaker, DHSD submitted a
proposal for Inuit Early Learning Childcare Covid-19 response emergency
funding and will be receiving $1,153, 636. The intent of the money is to
meet pandemic related activities. They'll be focusing on enhancing the
Family Connections work and the Inuit Childcare Home activity kits and

larger Inuit Curriculum Tool Kits. The Early Childhood Education



graduation took place on December 11th in the Illusuak Centre due to
Covid-19, only 20 individuals were permitted to attend. However, it went
very well with Ruthie Lampe lighting the Kullik and President Lampe
saying opening remarks. Messages were read from Regional Manager
childcare program, Cindy Lyall, Minister of Education, Carlene Palliser,
Dean of Academics of the College of the North Atlantic, Brenda Tobin. Six
students officially graduated. Mme Speaker, the Status of women office
compiled a video project and shared it on social media on December 6th,
the national day of remembrance and action on violence against women.
The videos highlighted messages relating to remembrance, awareness,
and action on violence prevention. The message came from Inuit
advocates including myself as Minister of Health and Social Development,
Erica Jacque, Postville Youth, and Charlotte Wolfrey, AngajukKak and
Inuit Women's rights advocate. The status of women created a Facebook
page that shares opportunities and educational material relevant to
women. For example, contact information for help lines and women's
shelters, mental health supports available and tips for women leaving
domestic violence. Efforts are made to post the information daily. Mme
Speaker, an extension was requested to the Nunatsiavut Government
Murdered, Missing and Indigenous Women project. The project was
supposed to land on March 31st, 2021. However, Covid-19 interfered
with the project. The Status of Women's office was not able to travel to
each community as planned. This was necessary to ensure families and

community members have a say in how we honour the missing and



murdered indigenous women from their community and our Inuit region.
The extension was granted for March 31st, 2022. The shelter in Happy
Valley Goose Bay has received funding from Reaching Home, to expand
services for the next year by hiring day staff. This allows shelter clients,
transients and local residents who require service, better access. Clients
can avail of brown bag lunches, clothing and personal items, shower, do
laundry, use the phone, complete application for housing, et cetera. The
Family Services Division has been prioritizing the implementation of
culture connection plans for children in care, holding monthly
implementation meetings to discuss NG priorities with children, seniors
and social development and active follow-up on priority action items,
particularly an indicator meeting on ongoing where we discuss evaluation
priorities for Inuit children. Also completing a review of the in-case policy
and procedure manual and finally participating in Federal, Provincial,
Territorial and Indigenous technicians meetings in partnership with Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami and the Federal Government. Mme Speaker, the
Mental Wellness and Healing Division is working on a number of Covid
initiatives including Mental Health kits for the region, partnering to assist
with the regional Parka Making project, supporting with staff and funding
and ongoing community capacity building with projects and education
including harm reduction, counselling skills, trauma, addictions,
education et cetera. Setting up the self-help library in each community
office in response to request from community members who prefer this

option over traditional counselling. In closing, Mme Speaker, since



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. FLOWERS:

December, the Mental Wellness and Healing Division has recruited the
following positions, peer support worker, new position-, program
planning and support coordinator, new position-, survivor support
coordinator for residential schools, justice service manager, sexual
violence prevention and outreach counselor and an FASD coordinator.

Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Asivak. Now I'll call upon the Minister of Lands and

Natural Resources, Mr. Greg Flowers.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. 1'd like to first of all congratulate you on your
new position. | know you will do well in this position. Anyway, Mme
Speaker, Renewable Resources Division, I'd like to just say that the
(inaudible) Science meetings for the various fisheries are being held
virtually this year due to the ongoing global pandemic. The Department
plans to engage in actively involved in the science meetings. It is very
early in the year and predictions for the upcoming fishery for 2021 is still
quite up in the air so we don't exactly know what's the-, what will be
happening there quite yet. The Deputy Minister and Renewable
Resource Director are right now, as we speak, Mme Speaker, meeting
with the Torngat Fishery Board of the Secretariat on workshops with our
fishers to see what concerns our fishers have for the upcoming year. In
regards to the Davis Strait Eastern Assessment Drone, and shrimp
allocations, the Department is still in conversation with outside legal
counsel on proposed next steps. Mme Speaker, in November of 2020,

the Nunatsiavut Executive Council authorized the Department to explore



options for bulk purchase of fish products for the Inuit communities and
Inuit community corporations. The Department contacted Torngat
Fisheries and also the Fish Union Shrimp Company regarding various
seafood products available. The department has purchased 600 pounds
of snow crab, 91 cases of scallop and 1200 pounds of cod fillets from
Torngat Fisheries which has already been sent to the communities. |
know, | guess, most of you have seen this, hopefully-, got a taste of it
anyway. Those products were also provided to the communities in
Happy Valley Goose Bay and Northwest River. This year the department
authorized 23 moose licences for our harvesters. Six licences have been
filled. Two were taken in Makkovik and two in Rigolet, one in Northwest
River and one in Nain. The 2021 polar bear season officially opened
today, Mme Speaker. We have 12 licences. Talking to some of the
hunters, Mme Speaker, with the ice conditions, as everyone knows,
people are reluctant right now to go polar bear hunting, so hopefully that
will change in the coming months. In fact, we had our first cold last
couple of days, so hopefully people will be out harvesting polar bears. On
the polar bear note, Mme Speaker, the-, you might've heard that around
the Makkovik area in early January, on January 12th, to be precise, we
had to kill a nuisance bear that was doing a lot of damage to cabins up in
the-, south of Makkovik area. The Lands Division, Mme Speaker-, since
the last Assembly, the Manager of Lands reported 35 land use
applications were submitted in 2020 and are at various stages of

processing. Aurora Energy Ltd. submitted a land permit application to



continue their mining exploration work south of Postville. Their current
land-use permit expired end of February. The GIS Specialists continue to
support the work of the Lands Division in processing applications for land
use including maps for two land use applications and one for land use
permits. Mme Speaker, the department will introduce legislation for the
expansion of three new quarries located in Labrador Inuit Lands within
the communities of Nain, Postville and Rigolet. Those quarries are
required for current and future development of the communities. The
Lands Division staff also spent a considerable amount of their time
assisting and administering the NG Covid-19 funds. And | would
personally like to thank our division for all the hard work that they've
done up to this point. Impact and Benefit Agreement-, The Voisey's Bay
mine and mill expansion is in full capacity at this time with approximately
1000 employees at site. There have been numerous job ads posted since
October. As of the end of December there are 394 beneficiaries working
at sites, which is good news, Mme Speaker. Vale and Public Health
worked together to help employees who are residents of Nunatsiavut
and wanting to receive the Covid-19 vaccine. They traveled to Nain. 41
employees took advantage of this, Mme Speaker. We continue to have
weekly calls regarding Covid-19. The Torngat Mountain Base Camp TMB,
met by teleconference in November to discuss the economic summit and
reported a conservation agreement with Parks Canada Research, updates
and plans for the year ahead. The Torngat Mountain National Park is

closed to visitors until further notice. However, NG beneficiaries are still



able to go to the park, Mme Speaker. The Mealy Mountain National Park,
(inaudible) had a face-to-face meeting in Rigolet on October 21st to the
23rd 2020. There were presentations done by the NG Tourism Division
and Economic Development Division. Discussions were held on
administrative requirements for the CMB. There are also a tour of the
community and facilities. Stephanie Webb started work on January 11th
as the Visitor Experience Coordinator. She will be based out of Happy
Valley Goose Bay for a few months for training and orientation. Non-
renewable Resources, Mme Speaker-, Vale plans to continue exploration
for the year on mineral license adjacent to their mine that will include
prospecting and drilling. Their work plans for 2021 is still under review.
Mme Speaker, the Division has received interest from Newfoundland
Base Quarry company, Ocean Floor Granite, to acquire and reopen the
Ten Mile Bay quarry. Some of you may have heard about this (inaudible).
The Department of Lands and Natural Resources is currently in discussion
as is investigating the interests of Ocean Floor Granite. Currently we
have not had any commitments, application, lease or permits in place
with Ocean Floor Granite. We are still in the very early stages of
discussion. The Environment Division. Mme Speaker, the Environment
Division has been working with multiple groups and organizations in
partnership with our NG departments to ensure the continued availability
of food at community freezers in the region. Moose meat from he Gros
Morne harvest, chicken from Food Bank Canada and seafood from

Labrador Fish Shrimp Company, was distributed throughout the fall and



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. ANDERSEN:

right up to Christmas. The Environment Division has been working with
the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador to get the term of reference
for the Monitoring Health Management Oversight Committee finalized to
allow the implementation of a monitoring program to determine the
impacts of the flooding of the Muskrat Falls Reservoir. Since the
committee is yet to be established, the Environment Division has
continued to run monitoring programs in Lake Melville for the entire
echo system including plankton, fish, seals, birds, to ensure that the
community members understand the current methylmercury situation
and monitoring that the NG's conducting. The Director of Environment
and the Minister of Lands and Natural Resources will be traveling to
Rigolet and Upper Lake Melville to hold community meetings and answer
any questions. Mme Speaker, | do not have a timeline on when that will
happen yet, Mme Speaker. But we certainly hope that we can get that

done. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Minister Flowers. Are there any other Ministers wishing to

make a statement today? | recognize Minister Tony Andersen.

Thank you, Mme Speaker and congratulations, certainly, to you on your
appointment. As was noted earlier, Mme Speaker, Honourable Jim Lyall,
Minister of Language, Culture and Tourism is away on medical. And
certainly, we wish him a speedy recovery and for sure that he's in our
prayers and thoughts. At his request Mme Speaker, I'm pleased to
present a quarterly report from the Department of Language, Culture and

Tourism. Mme Speaker, Jillian Edmunds who joined us in March 2020 as



Youth Leadership Program Coordinator accepted a Tourism Development
Officer role in December. We're delighted to have her continue with our
Division of Tourism. Archaeology saw the temporary hire of Kristen
Dicker as our final Youth Intern. She helped with various tasks including
the cleaning of artifacts from the field work in Hebron and research
content that is uploaded to the Illusuak Facebook page weekly. Mme
Speaker, we are sad to report that in January we saw the resignation of
two of our long-time employees, Michelle Davies and Kyle Crotty. They
oversaw the success of many programs including the Hebron Family
Archaeology Project, the meat program and Drone Technology use in the
field. They contributed immensely to the department and will be missed
by all. The change will see the appointment of Lena Onalik, Labrador
Inuit Land Claims Beneficiary to the archaeologist position. In the coming
months we hope to hire an assistant archaeologist and Heritage Program
Coordinator. Our Director of Tourism, Mme Speaker is Jillian Larkham,
sits on the Premier's Tourism Advisory Council. The 14-member council
will focus on providing advice to Provincial Government and short-term
measures to assist with the sustainability, re-opening and recovery of the
tourism sector in Newfoundland and Labrador. | would now like to
highlight some key areas that we are working on, Mme Speaker. The
Nunatsiavut Art Strategy is near completion and will be brought to the
NEC within the next few months. We have hired Canadian Echo-tourism
services - CES, to develop a refreshed five-year Nunatsiavut Tourism

Strategy. We have also established a 10-person steering committee



consisting of five community members and five tourism partners. We are
hoping to bring the refreshed Nunatsiavut Tourism Strategy to the NEC in
June. We're finalizing an Experience and Product Development Plan to
for the Mealy Mountains National Park Reserve. The plan will highlight
key areas for the NG to focus on regarding experience and product
development for the Mealy Mountains National Park. We are also
continuing research for the Hebron Ambassador Guidebook. We plan to
visit communities for consultation and interviews with re-locatees and
their families once it is safe to do so. | had a little shock there, Mme
Speaker. We also received funds from Parks Canada for their Stories of
Labrador Project. The purpose of the funds are to gather stories relating
to the Torngat Mountains National Park and the Mealy Mountains
National Park Reserve for Tourism Development. Through this project,
we are planning to develop three to four short videos and a booklet that
will be shared with visitors, schools and other organizations. We're also
planning to organize another online craft auction for National Indigenous
People's Day. We organized two online auctions last year. Both were
very successful, through online Christmas Craft Auctions, approximately
$47,000 of product was sold. And all the funds went directly back to the
artists. We're also planning to host a few online arts and craft classes.
We are in the initial stage of planning these. While collaborating with the
Division of Culture and the Department of Health and Social
Development to offer a parka sewing class. We are currently looking for

instructors to offer the class. Mme Speaker, in archaeology, we continue



to experience impacts due to the pandemic. Programming such as the
Heritage Forum, Hebron Family Archaeology Project and Place Name
projects were halted and only a total of three permits were issued for
archaeological research on Labrador Inuit lands to the NG archaeologists.
Thirty-five land-use applications were reviewed thus far, for which
resulted in three archaeological permits that were issued to assess the
impact the cabins would have on archaeological resources. To Crown
Indigenous relations and Northern Affairs Canada, the proposal Climate
Change and Archaeology in Nunatsiavut, that has secured $114,773 in
funds, we were able to purchase five weather monitoring stations that
will be shipped to Nain this winter. We hope to deploy these stations in
the summer to known areas where archaeologist sites in Nunatsiavut are
at risk due to climate change. Uncommon Bonds partnership is nearing
completion of the visitation of the 60,000 plus Moravian Inuit documents
that are in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and will be made available to
beneficiaries in the future. This upcoming field season, we hope to see a
return of research in Nunatsiavut by archaeologists and the resumption
of programs such as the Heritage Forum and the Hebron Family
Archaeology Project. Mme Speaker, in the Division of Culture, Master
Apprentice Inuttitut Program, the Master Apprentice Inuttitut Program is
going very well this year with one Master and one Apprentice in each
community. The program is developed to Immerse Participants in
Inuttitut language for 10 to 20 hours per week until March 31st, 2021.

The OKalaKatiget runs an all Inuttitut radio program with the support and



funds from the Department of Language, Culture and Tourism. The
program airs every Tuesday from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. The program
aims to promote the Inuttitut language. The program contains such
materials Inuttitut singers and songs, children reading, Inuttitut stories,
people telling stories or memories in Inuttitut, recipes, trivia or guessing
contests based on Inuttitut words, and a voice guessing, weather, et
cetera. Prizes from the games include Inuttitut promotional items.
Terminology workshop. The Terminology Workshop is planned for
February 9th to the 11th, 2021 in Nain with some participants attending
through teleconference from other parts of the country due to Covid-19.
The workshop involves fluent Inuttitut speakers that help determine a
standardization, lists of Inuttitut terms to use within the region. This
year, the focus is on older terminology. Language Survey: A Nunatsiavut
Language Survey has been launched in August 2020 and will soon be
conducted in person within Nunatsiavut. This survey will help to
determine how many Inuttitut speakers are in Nunatsiavut and to gather
some information on programming and next steps. Public Health
Packages: The Language and Culture Division has partnered with the
Department of Health and Social Development Public Health staff to
incorporating language and culture items into the care packages that are
given out to infants during their first vaccinations. The 2021 packages
will include small crocheted seal toy, an Inuttitut children's book, a ring of
flip cards with Inuttitut colours and numbers and a magnet containing

babies first words in Inuttitut. This resource will help incorporate



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MS. PALLISER:

Inuttitut and cultural resource into the day-to-day lives of babies. This is
the second year of these packages. Language Resources: In 2020, our
department has printed a large number of language resources to have in
each Nunatsiavut community. This includes children's books, posters
containing cultural information for children, youth and adult learning
settings to have in different programming, giveaway prizes as well as
Inuttitut signs to have in public settings, encouraging people to speak
Inuttitut. Resources have been sent to each community for free
distribution. In the coming months there will be posters sent to schools,
NG offices and other public settings that contain visual or traditional
items. Family members, animals, et cetera with Inuttitut wording. The
Kayak Revival Project: The Kayak Revival Project is led by Noah Nochasak
in Nain. The project aims to revive the valuable tradition of skill of the
Kayak with projects such as building a kayak from scratch, lessons to
community members of all ages, collecting interviews from elders and
traditional knowledge of kayak use in Labrador as well as information
sharing kayak knowledge. Plans for 2021 include working with other
communities to spread awareness and practise skills of the kayak. Thank

you, Mme Speaker on behalf of Minister Lyall, his quarterly report.

Nakummek, Minister Andersen. Are there any other Ministers who wish
to make a statement today? Okay. | recognize Minister of Education and

Economic Development, Carlene Palliser.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. The new position of Student Counsellor has

been filled in our education update. Roxanne Nochasak started on



January 18th, 2021, and we are excited to have her as part of our team.
This position directly addresses the needs outlined by students during the
post-secondary review in 2018 which highlighted the need for more soft
supports. Roxanne will be responsible for having direct contact with all
NG-funded students throughout their time at school and will provide
support and assistance where needed. The Inuit Post-Secondary
Education Funding Program: The policy and procedures manual was
reviewed and approved by NEC on December 14th, 2020. There are a
few supports that still need to be ironed out in terms of rates, however,
the program is now ready to accept applications. Additional supports not
covered in the PSSSP and Inuit Pathways Program such as graduation
travel, and bad weather allowance, just to name a few, will be made
available to current students effective February 2021. Other supports
such as orientation chaperone and set-up allowance will come into effect
in the fall 2021 semester. Starting this fall, 2021, all three funding
programs, the PSSSP, Inuit Pathways and the Inuit Post Secondary
Education Funding will be administered together under the NG Education
Division. A new universal application form has been developed and will
be used immediately. Winter 2021 applications and online learning. To
date, there are 50 students funded by Inuit Pathways and 171 funded by
the PSSP program. Post Secondary institutions have offered the majority
of their programs online during the fall 2020 semester, therefore we
provided full-time support for online learning. This will continue for the

winter 2021 semester. K to 12 Inuttitut evaluation: Kto 12 Inuttitut



evaluation and the executive summary has been presented to NEC.
Further work will take place this year to accept recommendations and
begin implementation. Summer Literacy Camps: Due to the savings from
online delivery of summer literacy camps in 2021, funds were available to
continue to offer community based virtual programming. Community-
based literacy program is currently available in Nain and Rigolet. The
counsellor for Makkovik has returned to On Campus studies, outside of
Makkovik, so programming has stopped. A new counsellor has been
hired in Postville and Programming will soon start in that community.
Chrome Book purchase for K to 12 students: The Nunatsiavut Executive
Council has approved the purchase of Chrome Books for all beneficiary
students in grade Kindergarten to 12 in both Nunatsiavut and the Upper
Lake Melville Area. Chrome Books have been received and distributed to
beneficiary children in Grades 7 to 12. Due to the high demand and
delayed delivery times, devices for beneficiary children in Grades
Kindergarten to Grade 6 is yet to be delivered. Economic Development
Division: The fall season saw the division maintain business services and
finalize ongoing contracts and projects. All key deliverables are expected
to be completed near the end of the fiscal year. Policy Development: We
will complete the research and recommendations for policy options
related to our procurement process, Inuit Business registry and
compliance, in February. These recommendations will be brought to NEC
in the coming months for review, and approval. Economic Assessments:

The Economic Assessments both through community and the region are
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in their final stages of completion. The MUN Harris Centre, along with
staff support will finalize these documents in February. Rigolet Gas
Station: The Rigolet Inuit Community Government has been confirmed as
the interim operator for the Rigolet Gas Station. The Gas Station was
closed for a five-week period and reopened November 6, 2020. This
interim contract is for a six-month period, November to April with
financial support from NG and from Federal Government. The goal of the
NG remains to facilitate the long-term sustainability of the gas station
and to find private sector operators. Business Support: Between
October and January, the Division has two new businesses added to the
Inuit Business Registry regarding procurement, two under ground and
five regular site operation packages were received from Vale with our
division submitting 14 Inuit Business nominations. And no QBE
nominations. Business Assistance start-up was provided to 12 clients and
three consultants on business growth. Mealy Mountain
Entrepreneurship Program: This contract is in the final stages of

completion...

Excuse me, Minister Palliser. Could you please slow down for the

interpreter?

Of course. Yes, | will.

Sorry. Thank you.

This contract is in the final stages of completion. The project will produce

recommendations on a two-year entrepreneurship program that will



assist current and possible business owners to overcome start-up and
diversification barriers and provide continued support services to their
success. This is expected to be completed in February or March.
Community Economic Development Program: We have provided funding
for the CDO Position at the Nain Inuit Community Government . We
currently have funds available within our CED program. Funding is
available through continuation of the ICG development officer positions
for the current fiscal year. We encourage ICG's to apply. Applications are
available. We encourage ICG's to submit community development
projects, to take advantage of this funding opportunity. Covid Research
and Relief Programming: We completed Covid Impact Business Research
in May. The results state an impact on business revenue, staffing,
contracts and sustainability. The results were released in November
2020. These results were widely shared inhouse and with Federal,
Provincial, Regional and Inuit colleagues. We continue monitoring of
business impacts and needs while also participating in Inuit-wide and
Newfoundland and Labrador specific planning and advocate for increase
in relevant services to meet our business community demands. We have
received Federal Covid relief funding in the amount of $117,000 for
Indigenous Business Funding Program. This fund targets small businesses
and artisans impacted by the pandemic. We have drafted program
guidelines and applications and seek to implement quickly. We have

partnered with Culture, Recreation and Tourism for Program
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Development and delivery. Once complete, this program will be publicly

promoted through a call for applications. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Minister Palliser. Under Standing Orders, we have 35 minutes
allotted for Minister Statements. Can | get consensus to extend?
Opposed? Okay. Thank you. Now I'll call upon First Minister Tyler

Edmunds.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker and along with my fellow Ministers,
congratulations to your new appointment. Mme Speaker, | do have a
brief update today. | will speak first around the Nunatsiavut Housing
Commission. Mme Speaker, Affairs is set to receive the final draft of the
NHC Report Commission from BDO. This document will contain a draft
budget and a work plan to guide the implementation of the Housing
Commission. Our department anticipates that we will receive the report
this week Mme Speaker and we're eager to work towards the first phases
of ensuring that the Housing Commission can become a reality. Mme
Speaker as we await the implementation of the Commission, we need to
ensure that home construction is not disrupted in our communities.
Under Section 7.2 of the Housing Act, the NEC has the ability to extend
this Contribution Agreement with TRHA until March 31st, 2022, Mme
Speaker, which would mean that there is potential for funding this year's
construction for TRHA under the upcoming budget. | have signed a letter,
Mme Speaker offering to extend TRHA's Contribution Agreement with
support from the Executive Council, however, there are a number of

conditions that are placed on this Contribution Agreement if it is finalized.



Mme Speaker, every person around this table is aware of the land
shortages that exist in our communities. As we think about the future of
housing in Nunatsiavut, it is clear that housing models need to be used
that minimize the footprint of the building while maximizing the use of
land. This may mean construction costs could increase, however if land is
better utilized and more families are served in the midst of our housing
crisis, then we believe that that is the best direction for our communities
at this point in time. We believe that the Contribution Agreement will be
finalized before the fiscal year ends and we will share details with the
Assembly as we move throughout that process. Mme Speaker, with
respect to our Affordable Warmth and Home Repair Program, our 2019
program has finished in the communities. We've had 35 homes
repaired, however, there are some carry-over items that will need to be
resolved in the next construction season. Nunatsiavut Affairs is currently
evaluating how this program is implemented to ensure that it best meets
the needs of our homeowners. One of the key concerns that we've noted
throughout this construction season and previous ones, is the need for
inspection of work, not only at the start of the season, at the end, but
throughout the entire process. We are seeking to improve this process to
minimize any deficiencies especially in light of the short construction
season we have in Nunatsiavut. It is extremely important that the scope
of work for each home is completed in a satisfactory way. Between 2017
and 2019, the NG had repaired 98 homes under this program at a cost of

approximately $4.5 million. Mme Speaker, the GOC, under CMHC had



announced the Rapid Housing Initiative earlier this fall. It focused on
providing rapid construction and affordable housing for vulnerable
Canadians. $1 billion was announced for this program which would flow
through two streams of funding. $500 million major city stream and
$500 million project stream. Initially, Mme Speaker, the RHI had a strong
focus on modular homes to meet the needs of rapid construction under
the program. However, as the application process moved forward, it was
clear to CMHC that accommodations were required for northern
communities to allow more conventional stick builds. As we face
challenges around isolation, transportation and our short construction
season. The NG has submitted an application under the project stream,
and Affairs has worked with Department of Health and Social
Development to identify projects which would help serve different
populations in our communities. These projects will closely align with
multiplexes in Hopedale and Nain and there is a part of that application
that focuses on the other communities as well, Mme Speaker. The
application deadline was December 31st, 2020 and CMHC has stated that
they intend to commit all funds where possible by March 31st, 2021.
Again, we will update the Assembly as we hear some feedback on the
application. Lastly, for today, Mme Speaker, around the high-efficiency
woodstoves, there were 21 that were shipped to Inuit communities this
past fall. That was done primarily to meet the needs of individuals who
had qualified under the Covid-19 programming and had no source of heat

in their homes due to unsafe homes, broken furnaces or whatever else.
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Nunatsiavut Affairs continues to assist the Nunatsiavut Secretariat in the
acquisition of high-efficiency woodstoves and distribution in the Inuit
communities. There is currently a policy that has been developed and
hopefully that could be implemented in the near future. That program
will seek to cover a large population of our beneficiaries and again, we
should have more details on that program later in 2021. Nakummek,
Mme Speaker, and I'll have more to update the Assembly tomorrow.

Nakummek.

Thank you. Are there any other Ministers Statements? Recognize

Minister Tony Andersen.

Thank you Mme Speaker, I'm just gonna maybe highlight a couple of
things today and | will tomorrow give a more indepth detailed report
from my department. Thank you, Mme Speaker, and perhaps again I'll
congratulate you from my department this time. Last time | (inaudible)
from Jim Lyall. Mme Speaker, as | said today's statement will provide
some highlights of some of the projects and activities being managed by
our staff. We had a consulting firm KPNG has been engaged to develop a
business continuity plan for the Government to date, discovery and
process discussions have been completed for all departments and a risk
impact scale and business contingency management plan drafted.
Departments will now begin the process of completing business impact
analysis which will lead to the final business continuity plan. Two firms
have been engaged to enhancing the Government's use of human

resource management services and renewing internal controls in the
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payroll process. Policy Review and development are ongoing within the
HR Division. A significant project in this area involves the review and
enhancement of the harassment policy to ensure compliance with new
provincial legislation. Mme Speaker, the Government of Canada has
approved funding for the operation of the Inuit Community Governments
retroactive to 2019 to 2000 fiscal year. We expect to receive the funds
before March 31st, 2021. This has no impact on Community
Governments as the NG funded them with other sources of funds while
this issue was being addressed. We continue to discuss the funding for
NIHB programs and for (inaudible) programs with the Government of
Canada. As itis close to budget time Mme Speaker, all departments have
been reviewing and submitting their draft budgets and plans for the
2021-2022 fiscal years. We look forward to bringing this budget for your
consideration at the March sitting. Thank you, Mme Speaker, and I'm
going to stop for the day right there and continue my report tomorrow.

Thank you.

Thank you, Minster Andersen. | know call a recess for 20 minutes. Thank

you.

[Recess]

Thank you. We are now onto Item number seven, "Members
Statements". Are there any Members who wish to make a statement?
Okay, lots of hands. Okay. | call upon the AngajukKak for Postville, Mr.

Glenn Sheppard.



MR. SHEPPARD:

Thank you, Mme Speaker and I'd like to personally, congratulate you on
your new appointment and also Mr. Saunders, congratulate you as well,
Mr. Saunders. It's good to be back in Hopedale. It's good to see all the
faces. It's good to hear all the info from the different departments within
NG. You know a lot has happened in the last 12 months. | don't have a
written statement as such this morning, Mme Speaker, but | think | can
talk from the top of my head. Mme Speaker, you know, | never, ever saw
a Government in my life that's how, | guess a perfect Government.
However, as a Government, | think, you know, we have responsibilities.
We have roles. We have protocols. We have whatever. At the beginning
of this sitting this morning, Mme Speaker, | heard in the room here that
the wearing of a mask was mandatory for the sitting, including when
you're speaking. And this is why my mask is on. | just wanna know if
that's a clear-cut answer to the progress of our sitting here this morning.
We have the eyes and ears, not only of our beneficiaries out there that's
watching this Nunatsiavut Government They're watching our every
move. And as examples, | think this is a small little thing we could do on
our part to show we have respect for the community, not only the
community of Hopedale, but our fellow co-workers and our elected
people. Having said that, Mme Speaker, I'd like to | guess share with you
a little bit of information of some of the things that's happening with our
ICG. And | think it's very important for everybody who's representing
different communities that as of this morning, we have two trail markers

we call them, that's gone in on the trail to do the marking of the trail.



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

And they're hoping to get as far as Separation Lake. They will spend a
night or two in on the trail starting the marking. That's for the benefit of
the coast and those in Upper Lake Melville who do the traveling, keeping
in mind there will not be, and | repeat, there will not be any trail marking
on the sea ice due to the unsafe ice conditions right now in our
immediate area. People are traveling by the shoreline, across portages.
So, there will not be any markings done on the sea ice. That's just a bit of
information I'd like to share with you this morning. And I'd like to take, |
guess, time to recognize my staff for a wonderful job that they do at the
office. You know, | got here yesterday, and | had a list of things, 'cause |
spent the weekend in Goose Bay, to make a long story short, basically,
with my dad who was sick. And | had a list of things for my CAQO in
Postville to check up on, to follow up on, to get done. | messaged her
and she had wrote back, "All taken care of." So, hats off to my CAO for
taking a lot of the responsibility off of my shoulders and the clerk as well
and the assistant clerk. So, I'm gonna be very short and sweet this
morning but Mme Speaker, | think, you know, if the wearing of a mask is
mandatory in our Assembly, | think we should do all our part in keeping
this mask attached to our face even including speaking. Thank you, Mme

Speaker.

Thank you, AngajukKak Sheppard. A very valid point. | do ask that
Members please keep their masks on while speaking. | know it may be a
little bit uncomfortable, but it's the world we live in right now. We need

to protect our communities and our beneficiaries. | also please ask that



MR. ANDERSEN:

those that are not sitting at the round table, when they need to ask a
guestion or give their statement, to please come to one of the spare mics
that are at the table. | ask that those that are sitting close to the spare
mics to please just move back a little bit. There are wipes available close
to the microphones. So | ask that you please wipe down the button that
you push before you touch and after. Thank you, AngajukKak Sheppard,
for pointing that out. | now call upon AngajukKak for Makkovik, Mr. Barry

Andersen. Thank you.

Thank you, Mme Speaker, and congratulations today on behalf of myself
and our community of Makkovik on being appointed the Speaker of the
Assembly. | would like today to congratulate Aunt Nellie Winters on her
Honorary Doctorate of Laws degree bestowed on her on January 21st,
2021 at Goose Bay. The first ever convocation of its kind in Labrador.
This is in recognition of her tireless work promoting Labrador Inuit crafts
and customs in our region and beyond. Aunt Nellie is also a good
storyteller. She has written and recorded a lot of her knowledge by
audio, video and in writing. Thus, she has passed on many of her talents
to her children, grandchildren and many others in the community,
including myself. When | was-, when she was a life skills instructor back
in 1980, | made a canvas tent in school with her as my instructor, showing
me how to use a sewing machine. | will not be taking orders, okay? But
I'd also like to congratulate Ms. Crane on her recognition which is well

deserved as well. So, thank you, very much, Mme Speaker.
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Thank you AngajukKak Andersen. | now call upon Ordinary Member for

Makkovik, Mr. John Andersen.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. Congratulations on your appointment. I'd just
like to share with you some of the changes experienced in our
community as far as Christmas celebrations due to Covid restrictions.

The Christingle service on December 24th is usually a packed church.
Ours was held on the local radio station. The Department of Health and
Social Development made apples and beeswax candles and the
appropriate time that it was over the radio, they lit their candles and sang
along to Jesus Bids us Shine. We'd like to thank the Department of
Health and Social Development for doing that for us. Children's Day
Service on December 28th is usually well attended, so people planning to
attend were asked to register. Since there were more than 50 people, we
had two services, served 84 people. All the buns were wrapped in
cellophane paper and only juice boxes were served. The Sunday School
teachers produced a short video of the Christmas Story so the town
people could enjoy a virtual Christmas Pageant put on by the children
and each child would read his part like in a concert. This was very well
accepted. On January the 6th, Old Christmas, the service was held but
without the usual Love Feast, tea and biscuits, just the service. Another
thing that was not held was the ladies sewing circle Christmas sale.
Instead they put items on the auction line and did very well. Department
of Health and Social Development team leader Kim Andersen along with

the Recreation Department and the RCMP helped Santa and the Grinch
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also helped out to deliver Christmas presents that were sent from the
RCMP Toys for the North. This was for ages 12 and under. The presents
were wrapped by workers from Department of Health and Social
Development and then they drove around to each house and dropped off
the packages. The Grinch did try to steal a few but he got caught. Mme
Speaker, one thing that received mixed reviews was Nalajuk night. The
group that usually plans and runs the activities on January 6th, Nalajuk
Night officially canceled. However, some youth took it upon themselves
to dress up and do the chase around town that would otherwise be
missed. Some people were happy with their decision, but some weren't.
It was outdoor activity and they were wearing masks. However, others
were not happy to see the official cancellation disrespected. That's just
something we had to deal with Covid in Makkovik over Christmas. Thank

you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Ordinary Member Andersen. | now call upon NunaKatiget

Inuit Community Chair, Patricia Kemuksigak.

Nakummek Mme Speaker, and I'd like to congratulate you on being named
Speaker of our House. Nakummek to the Nunatsiavut Department of
Finance for increasing our budget for 2021, which was very much
appreciated, and will help us immensely. NunaKatiget Inuit Community
Corporation received funds from Heritage Canada for Master Apprentice
Inuttitut Program and Inuttitut lessons for youth and adults. Selma
Jararuse is the instructor and the Master for the program. It stopped

before Christmas, due to an illness, but we started up again this week with



a new apprentice, Caroline Semigak Elson. We will star an Inuttitut class
for youth, in partnership with the DHSD Youth Program at the Community
office in February. And adult classes will start, hopefully, in March. | would
like to thank Shirley Jararuse from the Language Division for helping with
information and materials that are needed for the Master Apprentice
Program. Mme Speaker, we were very pleased to receive funds from the
Tasiujatsaok Trust. Nunatsiavut Group of Companies and the Nunatsiavut
Government for food for our Community Freezer. We also received food
from Second Harvest Food Rescue Program on January 21, 2021. In
December of 2020, 209 families visited the Max Winters Memorial
Community Freezer. This is an increase from our average to 165 to 185
families. We also gave out Christmas hampers to 165 elders who regularly
visit the freezer. We had more people call for hampers but there was not
enough for all elders. The need has increased since Covid-19 happened as
food prices have increased dramatically, as we all know. People are also
very pleased with the Nunatsiavut Food Voucher program being reinstated
again. Mr. Speaker, we have 422 elders, 60 and over in Happy Valley,
Goose Bay and Mud Lake. Not everyone comes to the freezer, as some
people are still able to hunt and fish. However, 209 families, that equals
430 people received food from our freezer. Some families are just one
person in the household, like a widow. Other families have six to eight
because they have children and grandchildren and sometimes great-
grandchildren with them. The average are two people per household.

When Lands and Natural Resources Department allocates their traditional
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food such as the Gros Morne Moose Hunt meat, we are very grateful, but
we only received 4.5 percent of the allocation. We only serve our elders
that come and people with disabilities, however, the low percentage
doesn't get everybody a meal a month. So that creates some hardships at
times. | would like to send condolences to the family of the late William
Barber. Mr. Barber was our past president of LIA and fellow Assembly
Member for many years. I'd like to congratulate Jean Crane and Nellie
Winters on receiving their Honorary Degrees of Law in a ceremony held in

Happy Valley, Goose Bay. Nakummek, Mr. Speaker.

Nakummek, Chairperson Kemuksigak. | now call upon Sivunivut Inuit

Community Chair, Maxene Winters.

Nakummek, Mr. Speaker, and congratulations. Congratulations to the
Nunatsiavut Region for receiving the first dose of the Moderna Covid-19
vaccine. What a great way to start of 2021. Not only does this vaccine
bring a level of security to the residents, but it has also been a long time
coming. Hats off to the DHSD and Labrador Grenfell Health Teams who
had a hand in making this possible. Great work to all involved. Our offices
are still open by appointment only, and over the past few months we have
seen a rise in seniors accessing our freezer. We would like to thank the
Department of Lands and Natural Resources for the donations of scallops,
crab legs and cod to our freezer. | know that the seniors are happy to have
more selection of country food. We would also like to send a big thank
you to Torngat Fisheries who donated a six-foot freezer to Sivunivut as

well. We are truly grateful for the generosity of both parties to our
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corporation and our little community. Sivunivut would like to thank the T-
Trust for the funding of a parka making course. This course will be offered
in the near future and will see seven participants sporting new parkas
soon. We are also currently offering a seal skin boot-making course where
10 participants will learn the art of boot making, a skill they can all,
hopefully, pass down to future generations. The Christmas season was a
busy time as always with helping the DHSD staff in North West River with
the annual Christmas dinner. Although it was a different year, we still
managed to provide a beautiful meal to the seniors of North West River.
We hope that everyone had a safe Christmas and all the best in 2021.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker.

Nakummek, Chairperson Winters. | now call upon AngajukKak for Rigolet,

Ms. Charlotte Wolfrey.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. Can everyone hear me? I'm going to apologize
because sometimes | gotta take off my mask because of health, | gotta
have water and my throat gets dry with my mask on. So, bear with me.
Thank you, Mme Speaker. Like everyone else, I'd like to congratulate you
on your appointment as speaker. | would like to take the time today to
thank all the health care workers for getting our communities vaccinated
against Covid-19. We all know that this pandemic has turned our worlds
upside down. And we are hopeful with a vaccine, we can get some, back
to some kind of normal, hopefully this year. | would also like to thank the
residents of Rigolet for their cooperation to keep our community safe.

Mme Speaker, we have had so much support and help along the way to



get us where we are today from March 25th when we had shutdowns. We
have had support from numerous agencies with everything from getting
food for our community freezers to getting oil and wood to heat our homes
and persons getting gas to go on the land hunting. We saw neighbours
helping neighbours. We saw our country making noise to salute our
frontline workers. We saw Government step up to the plate to do their
part. We are truly all in this together and the people and the organizations
who have helped keep us safe are too many to name individually.
However, Mme Speaker, | have to acknowledge the Government's Federal,
Provincial, Regional and local that came together and worked together to
keep our communities safe. Mme Speaker, even though we are in the
middle of a pandemic, we are still working to keep everything running in
our community. | would also like to add, that in Rigolet, we have been
working without key staff positions filled. Rigolet has not had a full-time
manager or CAO since 2017. And | know that since | became AngajukKak
in 2018, I've been fulfilling their HR role of that position. This is a key
position for our community, and we are struggling without that position
filled. But I'm happy to report that we have a new Fire Chief and finally got
our Water and Sewer Operator position filled. Mme Speaker, right now
we are struggling with the loss of water pressure on the hill or in the higher
areas in Rigolet. We are being told that it could-, that we have a leak and
to conserve water. A notice has been issued to our town. And this past
weekend, we did have a contractor come in who got the third pump

working in Rigolet and the situation is improving slightly but we're still
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asking people to conserve water as much as they can so that people on the
hill can get water. Mme Speaker, like all our communities, our activities
over the Christmas season was reduced dramatically. We held a parade,
and | think it's safe to say the whole community showed up-, so much so,
that | think we only had one or two houses that had spectators to look at
our parade. And the skidoos in the parade only saw each others' floats and
decorations when people turned around and they passed us. There were

so many people. Everyone was...

Excuse me, AngajukKak Wolfrey. You've exceeded your five-minute time.

Would you like me to add you to the list for your next Members statement?

You can do that. Everyone else had their time. I'm just being conscious of

the translator. I'm listening in my ear.

No, | understand your consideration for the translator. But you've gone a
couple of minutes over. | can certainly add you to the list after the next-,

when all the other statements are done. Okay?

If that's what you wanna do, or I'll talk so fast the next time, no one can

understand me. Thank you.

Okay. Thank you. Now I'll call on AngajukKak Marjorie Flowers for

Hopedale. Thank you.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker. And | congratulate you as well on your
appointment. On behalf of HICG | wish everyone a happy new year. We
haven't met since New Year's. | look forward to working with everyone

and the challenges we may face this year and to work through each one



with clear vision, integrity, positivity and determination to make our
Government work for the betterment of all of our people. | would like to
extend our deepest condolences to William Barber's family. And to
acknowledge William's contribution to this Government and all the work
that he did with LIA. Due to Covid restrictions, many of our programs and
services in our communities were cancelled or downsized. One of the
biggest for Hopedale was the cancelation of the Christmas Eve Candlelight
service at the Moravian church. In its place was a candlelight service with
apples. And the service programs passed out for all who wanted to
participate and we did the service on the radio. Mme Speaker, | want to
acknowledge and thank every organization including the staff at ACMS, LG
Health, DHSD, RCMP, Franks, DJ's, Amaguk Inn, the Moravian Church, HICG
and Woodwards for their hard work and dedication in keeping essential
services going in our community. They are all champions and | appreciate
their work and their good spirit. | also want to thank everyone in bringing
the Moderna Vaccinations to our communities. The nurses and staff of
DHSD, LG Health, volunteers and in some communities, Canadian Rangers,
did an awesome job ensuring all who were eligible received this very
important vaccination. This was a huge undertaking and many hours of
planning was put into it. The clinics were very well organized. A great job
to everyone involved. | would also like to thank the Education Department
of Nunatsiavut for the Chrome Books for the kids K to 12. They were very,
very excited youth to receive these Chrome Books. HICG funding-, we

secured funding for our wooding project. Wood was purchased from a
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buyer in Goose Bay and shipped to the community and was given out
earlier this fall before the Covid wooding project started. Due to an
extremely mild fall and winter, an upgrade of water lines, few water
freezes were reported to date. I'd also like to thank Nunatsiavut
Government for the shipment of moose meat and shellfish and the codfish.
We received it yesterday and it was a real treat for our people. And also,
to Food Canada for the shipment of-, huge, | should say, shipment of
chicken. | will stop here, Mme Speaker, and I'll continue on tomorrow.

Thank you.

Nakummek, AngajukKak Flowers. | know call upon Mr. Roland Saunders

Ordinary Member for Canadian Constituency.

Nakummek, and congratulations Mme Speaker. Covid relief funding for
the Canadian Constituency has been well received for the Members that
were approved. Members across Canada have received the newsletter
and the new application forms and they are still applying even as of this
week. This is due, in part, to Covid-19 and mainly because of Canada Post.
Since this has happened, many applied very late and with the new system
and the limited intake people, the month of December and January,
funding is lost to them and there is no retroactive system so they will never
ever receive any funding for the months they've already lost, which is too
bad for the Canadian Constituency, but | can understand the way the
system is supposed to work for everyone else. Mme Speaker, the Canadian
Constituency is in the midst of a by-election for the vacant seat and Mme

Speaker, | can guarantee you right here and now in this Assembly building



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. ANDERSEN:

that the next Member for the Canadian Constituency will be a female,
because there's only six women running. At this time, | would like to ask
once again, the Assembly to implement an electronic voting system for the
Canadian Constituency. We're very large. We're spread across the
country, as you all know, and the mail system is horrid. And | don't expect,
and even with this by-election, to have anymore than 15 tor 20 percent of
votes returned in time for the deadline. So, of the 2,200 Members that we
have, we may get 300 votes, maybe 400, and that's it, because of the large
country. It would be a great time if we could get it implemented within
the next year before the general election and, because in reality, | can't see
Covid improving across Canada very much-, not to eliminate it anyway, and
| sure can't see Canada Post improving their system at all. So that's all |
have to say at this time and thank you, Mme Speaker. Once again,

congratulations.

Nakummek, Ordinary Member Saunders. Is there any other Members
who'd like to make a statement? Okay, | recognize Ordinary Member Tony

Andersen for Nain.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. I'm pleased to present to the Assembly, on
behalf of Nain Inuit Community Government, AngajukKak Julius Dicker, a
brief report. Since the last fall sitting in October, the NICG has experienced
a burn-out of one of the water pumps at Trouser Lake pumphouse.
Extensive damage was made to the electrical components of Pump
Number One and has been sent to the manufacturer for analysis. NICG

has contracted Crosby Engineering Incorporated to investigate the cause



of damage and they will report back to us in 30 days. It is believed the
damage was caused by surges in the power grid but will be discovered
through investigation. Meanwhile, the two remaining pumps are
functioning well, and the community is safe from any further breakdowns
at this time. Crosby Engineering will be focusing on the Newfoundland and
Labrador Hydro for answers. The Community Employment Enhancement
Program is underway once again, and up to this point the NICG has seven
individuals come forward looking to qualify for El benefit hours. Five have
received their hours and two are still earning their hours up to this date of
the report. Like all the Nunatsiavut communities, Nain was very excited to
have the Covid-19 vaccine delivered and administered to community
members. In total, 515 shots were given-, 495 were from Nain, including
employees from the Voisey's Bay Nickel Mine who were flown into Nain
from camp on January 16th. The extra 20 individuals were from other
Nunatsiavut communities who were working at the Voisey's Bay camp.
The numbers from Nain represent approximately 66 percent of eligible
persons on the list. Since then, 20 plus persons have called in, looking for
the inoculation and when the number reaches 30, appointments will be
arranged, and the vaccine flown into Nain. The NICG acknowledges the
hard work and planning and preparation for the inoculations and sends a
message of gratitude and thanks to all of those involved. Once again, the
Moravian traditional Young Men's Day took place on January 25, 2021 and
the lllusuak Cultural Centre was pleased to host the event. For the record,

Mme Speaker, the NICG is very proud and excited that the issue of the new



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:
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Nain Airport is moving forward. | will not speak to this as the First Minister
has already given the NG Assembly his update. And | understand that this
is still being negotiated, leading to the next steps for a further update in
March. However, the NICG would like to thank NG for positive support
and action on this and look forward to much great news to come in March.

Thank you, Mme Speaker on behalf of Julius Dicker.

Thank you, Ordinary Member Andersen for delivering AngajukKak Dicker's
statement. | now call upon Ordinary Member Gerald Asivak for Upper Lake

Melville.

Thank you, Mme Speaker, congrats to respected elders, Ms. Jean Crane
and Ms. Nellie Winters on your honorary degrees from Memorial
University. Well deserved. Thank you. Condolences to any families on the
passing of your loved ones in Upper Lake Melville. Due to Covid
restrictions around capacity, Ordinary Member Winters and myself could
not attend so we deeply send our condolences. In closing, Mme Speaker,
I'd like to thank Lake Melville Minor Hockey Xtreme Association for putting
toward the Chevrolet Good Deeds Cup volunteering in the community and
the Emergency Shelter will benefit much needed donations from the

community. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Nakummek, Ordinary Member Asivak. Are there any other Members who
wish to make a statement? Okay. Seeing none, I'd like to invite

AngajukKak Wolfrey back for her second statement.



MS. WOLFREY:

Thank you, Mme Speaker. | was going to start off saying, "Tuavi Tuavi,
Gus", but | guess | haven't got to. That's, "Hurry, Hurry", in case anyone
don't know. Anyway, our recreation department had Santa go door to
door to deliver gifts to each child, which would normally be Santa at the
Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, but we just had them go door-to-door.
They made a sleigh and they got a replacement Santa when one backed
out and they went door-to-door, gave each child in Rigolet a gift and a loot
bag. Mme Speaker, this past fall, Rigolet was successful in getting a new
dump truck and a new grader, and | would like to acknowledge NG for their
support to secure funds for these two pieces of equipment. Rigolet has
also been trying to find a solution to the dust problem-, the dust problem
that plagues not only our community but every community. To that end,
we put in a proposal to the-, | guess to the Government of Newfoundland
and Labrador to do a pilot project to pave our local roads in Rigolet. But
when it came time to review the proposals, | ended up withdrawing it
because the cost was expensive and the money that was requested to do
that project, just, | think Nunatsiavut's portion would've almost taken all
the Capital Works Budget. So like | said, | reluctantly withdrew my proposal
and reluctantly, I'll tell you why-, because, Mme Speaker, everywhere you
go on the Island of Newfoundland, every little nook and cranny-, every
little community got pavement. And why, why, why, | ask, are we any
different? Why should an MHA from Newfoundland be allowed to spend
S11 million to repave, repave his district before the Government of

Newfoundland can spend $7 million to pave Rigolet's roads? Why?



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:
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MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

Because we allow this to happen without calling it out. And as long as
we're quiet, we're gonna get nothing. Mme Speaker, we need to find a
solution to the dust problem. It is a health risk. It is serios and it's getting
worse. Rigolet alone has a little over 100 vehicles in the summer on our
roads and dust control is a must. So I'm asking Nunatsiavut Government
to try to in their meetings with the Province, to move that forward.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker and thank you for letting me finish.

Nakummek, AngajukKak Wolfrey. All Members are allowed two
statements so I'm glad you utilized your second one. Are there any other
Members Statements before | move? Oh, Barry. Okay, I'd like to recognize

AngajukKak Barry Andersen for Makkovik.

Thank you Mme Speaker. | rise again today to recognize the health care
workers that commenced the Covid-19 Moderna vaccinations on January
11th, 2021. This was a day we long awaited for since the world-wide Covid-
19 Pandemic was declared in Canada last March. The education and
information outreach prior to this new vaccine being administered, played
a major part in the public confidence of the medical science leading up to
this historic day in our region, given what the Inuit have been through in
the pandemic of 1918 and 1919. So many thanks to the Health
Department and all the agencies for their efforts throughout the

vaccination program. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, AngajukKak Andersen. Are there any other Members who wish
to make a statement? Okay. Seeing none, | will move on to Iltem Number

Eight, "Return to Oral Questions." There are no returns to oral questions.



MR. SHEPPARD:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. ASIVAK:

Moving us on to Item Number Nine, "Oral Questions." Are there any oral

guestions? Okay. Thank you. | call on AngajukKak Sheppard for Postville.

Thank you, again, Mme Speaker. Mme Speaker, my question this morning
is directed to the Honourable Minister Asivak of Department of Health and
Social Development. Mme Speaker, during his report this morning to the
Assembly, he did make mention of the second dose of the vaccine will
begin next week. Based on that, Mme Speaker, as we hear from the
airwaves day-to-day, we hear of shortages coming up across, | guess not
only Canada, but across the globe. My question to the Minister this
morning Mme Speaker would be, despite what we hear on the news, on
the media, you know, based on the second dose being starting next week,
can you confirm with the Assembly for the benefit of beneficiaries, that
there will not be a disruption based on what we hear on the news? Thank

you, Mme Speaker.

Minster Asivak?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and AngajukKak Sheppard for your question.
DHSD have been in regular contact with Labrador Grenfell Health around
this Moderna Vaccine. As of late last week, we did confirm with Dr.
Thomas Piggott, Medical Officer of Health, that our vaccine for
Nunatsiavut, all five communities, is guaranteed. So we do have guarantee
from Labrador Grenfell health and we will administer similar to dosage one
within the communities. If there are any weather delays, Mme Speaker,
we will reroute, but we do have guarantee for the second dosage. Thank

you.



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:
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MR. ANDERSEN:

Thank you, Minister Asivak. Do you have any supplementary question,

AngajukKak Sheppard?

No, thank you.

Thank you. Next question from-, | call on Ordinary Member John Andersen

for Makkovik.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Education and
Economic Development, the Honourable Carlene Palliser. And my
guestion is, at our meeting in October, | asked a question on building
infrastructures in our communities for vocational training. Was there any

movement on this request?

Thank you, Ordinary Member Andersen. Minister Palliser?

Thank you to the Ordinary Member for Makkovik for his question.
Unfortunately, we are not-, we have not been able to access any funds yet
for training infrastructure in our communities. We have several funding
programs for supporting training, but as of yet, training infrastructure is
not an allowable expense. As was mentioned at the last Assembly, training
infrastructure is on the agenda at the Inuit Crown Partnership Committee
and we are hopeful that as we-, as the process unfolds, training
infrastructure funds may become available. And once again, thank you for

your question.

Thank you, Minister Palliser. Do you have a supplementary question,

Ordinary Member Andersen?

No, thank you.



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:
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MR. ANDERSEN:

Thank you. | now call upon NunaKatiget Inuit Community Chair, Patricia

Kemuksigak.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker. This question is to the Finance Minister, the
Honourable Tony Andersen. Would you look into increasing the mileage
rate for Nunatsiavut Government Civil Servants? It's low compared to the
Province and Federal Government, and | believe there has been no

increase in over 20 years. Nakummek, Mme Speaker.

I'm sorry, Minister Andersen?

Thank you Mme Speaker and Mme Speaker, | thank the Member for the
question. | have to say that there have been a number of reviews. The
last, | believe and I'm not 100 percent sure, | think the last review was done
in 2018. And at that time, it was found that the mileage rates that we pay
to Civil Servants for the use of vehicles is on par with other Government
agencies such as the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, the
Government of Canada and on par with other Aboriginal or Indigenous
organizations. Having said that, | have asked my Deputy Minister, that
perhaps it is time for another review. So | wanna give assurance to the
Member, who undoubtedly has been asked by Members of the Civil
Service to bring this question forward, that she can give them assurance
that we will always be fair when it comes to mileage rates or any other
rate. We look to other Government agencies, other Governments, other
Indigenous organizations to ensure that we are fair. And in doing so, | want
to assure the Member that there will be a review done and that review will

be done hopefully before this Assembly adjourns in June for the summer
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recess. And | very much hope to be able to report to this Assembly and to

the Member at that time. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Minister Andersen. Do you have any supplementary questions

Chair Kemuksigak?

No, Mme Speaker, and thank you to Minister Andersen.

Thank you. | now call upon AngajukKak Marjorie Flowers for Hopedale.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is for Minister Asivak. Due to
travel restrictions with the dentist and some of the eye team, the dentist
won't be traveling to some of our communities. My question is, will we be
guaranteed a seat on the flight that travels from here out to Goose Bay
instead of being bumped off for these kinds of appointments? Thank you,

Mme Speaker.

Thank you AngajukKak Flowers. Minister Asivak?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and AngajukKak Flowers for your question. It's
a very good question. DHSD is working collaboratively with all Medical
Services, including dental and optometrists for services within our
communities, within Nunatsiavut. As | noted in my email last week, that |
shared widely with the Assembly, that sometimes it's beyond our control
and where the specialists live. During the Covid Pandemic, Mme Speaker,
some of the specialists live outside the Atlantic bubble and cannot enter
our province, which is a good thing for the safety and precaution of our
beneficiaries in our communities. | strongly encourage any Member or

beneficiary to contact your local DHSD clinic if you require dental or
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optometrist. Labrador Grenfell Health administers the Medivac, Skedivac
Health Services for Nunatsiavut, so | cannot guarantee if a patient will be
bumped off as this is Labrador Grenfell Health authority. Thank you, Mme

Speaker.

Thank you, Minister Asivak. AngajukKdk Flowers, do you have a

supplementary question?

Yes, Mme Speaker. Can you work with Labrador Grenfell Health on our
behalf to ensure that this doesn't happen? Dental and Optometry
appointments are just as important as any other appointment as it can lead

to different diseases. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you AngajukKak Flowers. Minister Asivak?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and AngajukKak Flowers. As always, DHSD is
working closely with Labrador Grenfell Health for the medical needs of all
beneficiaries. We'll continue to advocate but on one note, | will address
that there are limited capacity as well on flight restrictions and capacity.
However, we will continue to advocate for ensuring that medical, dental

and optometrist services are active for our beneficiaries. Thank you.

Thank you Minister Asivak. Do you have a final supplementary question,

AngajukKak Flowers?

No, thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you. | now call upon Sivunivut Inuit Community Chair, Maxene

Winters.



MS. WINTERS:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

PRESIDENT LAMPE:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MS. WINTERS:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. SAUNDERS:

Nakummek, Mme Speaker. My question is for the Honourable President
Johannes Lampe. Although beneficiaries in North West River may not be
as dependant on wood heat as those in Nunatsiavut, we have other
important needs such as snow clearing for seniors. There are over 500
eldersin the Upper Lake Melville area, and a majority of these beneficiaries
would greatly benefit from a snow clearing program. With the latest round
Federal money received for Covid, could we please have monies allotted

for this service? Thank you.

Thank you, Inuit Community Chair Maxene Winters. President Lampe,

would you like to answer?

Nakummek, Uhatti, Nakummek to the Chair of Sivunivut for the question.
Most certainly, the question is understood and where seniors or elders
certainly need to support that they can get to whatever their needs may
be. But to your question, | would have to go to the NEC for request of
funding. And certainly, | will make sure that this issue is brought forward

to the Executive Council. Nakummek, UKatti.

Thank you, President Lampe. Do you have a supplementary question, Inuit

Community Chair Winters?

No, | do not. Thank you, very much.

Thank you. | now call upon Ordinary Member Roland Saunders for

Canadian Constituency.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker. This question is for the Honourable First

Minister, Mr. Edmunds. Mr. Edmunds would you kindly begin the
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MR. SAUNDERS:

MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

implementation of electronic voting for the large Canadian Constituency

before next year's general election, please? Thank you.

Thank you, Ordinary Member Saunders. | call upon First Minister, Tyler

Edmunds.

Nakummek, Mme Speaker and thank you to the Ordinary Member for your
guestion. The Member does raise a very valid point. We have relied
historically on mail-in ballots throughout the Canadian Constituency, but
obviously, Covid-19 as the Member has stated, has impacted those
services across our whole country. With respect to my authority or ability
to be able to say here and now that that is something that we would
implement, | really can't say that, but this direction, | think would come
from the Office of the Nunatsiavut Electoral Officer. What | can say is, you
know, those sorts of discussions can certainly be pursued. | know that
there was a report that was put forward to the Assembly a number of years
ago by the previous Electoral Officer, Mr. Jack Shiwak. One of those items
was in that report, a potential for online or electronic voting. Now,
obviously, there's concerns around it as well, in terms of security and
whatever else, but | can say that, you know, we can look at those sort of

discussions as we look towards the next election. Nakummek.

Nakummek, First Minister Edmunds. Do you have a supplementary

question, Ordinary Member Saunders?

No, I don't. Thank you, First Minister and thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you. | call upon Hopedale AngajukKak Flowers.



MS. FLOWERS:
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MS. KEMUKSIGAK:

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is for Minister Flowers for Lands
and Resources. In the past five to six months there has been earthquakes
around Makkovik area and surrounding areas, and my question is, can you
tell me if anyone is looking into the reason why all these earthquakes are

occurring in our area? Thank you.

Thank you, AngajukKak Flowers. Minister Flowers?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and thank you AngajukKak for your question. It
was quite concerning and is still quite concerning for the Makkovik and
Postville region. It actually was frightening to some of the residents for
good reason. | can say that we did get some requests from Makkovik and
| think we also did from Postville. | had my Deputy Minister look into this,
AngajukKak and we are certainly engaged, and we take consideration very
seriously and we are looking at bringing some specialists up. I'm not quite
sure on when the timeline that will be, but we certainly want to get to the
bottom of this, certainly if we can and we are looking at bringing a

specialist in whenever possible. Thank you, AngajukKak.

Thank you, Minister Flowers. Do you have a supplementary question,

AngajukKak?

No, | don't. Thank you.

Thank you, AngajukKak Flowers. | now call upon NunaKatiget Chair Patricia

Kemuksigak.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. | would like to direct this question to President

Lampe. Would you and NEC Members explore the possibility of increasing
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MR. ANDERSEN:

the allocation for traditional food allotment when we receive some?
NunaKatiget receives 4.5 percent of the allocation and we have 400 to 422
people or 209 families a month. Back when the allocation was first done
in the mid 2000's, NunaKatiget's numbers were between 60 and 80
families, so it was quite fair. But now we have more than doubled the
number of families who come each month. So I'm asking if you could
explore the possibility of re-looking at the allocation? Nakummek, Mme

Speaker.

Thank you Chairperson Kemuksigak. President Lampe, would you like to

respond?

Nakummek, UKatti, Nakummek, Chair of NunaKatiget for the question.
Certainly, our food securities are very important to Labrador Inuit in
Nunatsiavut and Upper Lake Melville and at the Canadian Constituency.
Certainly, an issue like this would have to go to the Executive Council but |
will assure you that | will put this forward to the Executive Council and then
to be discussed by the Ministers of the Executive Council. Nakummek,

Ukatti.

Thank you, President Lampe. Do you have a supplementary question,

Chairperson?

No, Mme Speaker and thank you, President Lampe.

Thank you. I now call upon Ordinary Member John Andersen for Makkovik.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is for First Minister Honourable

Tyler Edmunds and are there plans to purchase the family trees from Patty



MS. WINTERS-WHEELER:

MR. EDMUNDS:

Way? Membership Committees have been requesting database for years.
If we wait much longer, since she's getting up in age, it might be too late.
She has been doing this research for 40 years. No other person in Labrador

holds as much information for their ancestry as Patty Way.

Thank you, Ordinary Member Andersen. First Minister Edmunds?

Nakummek, Mme Speaker and Nakummek, to the Ordinary Member for
your question. And | just wanted to | guess preface my response by
recognizing Mr. Andersen in his capacity as a Member on the Postville-
Makkovik Membership Committee for a number of years and | want to
thank you for your expertise and all the other communities as you ensure
that the registrar was kept up to date and functional. The Member raises
an important point, an important need that exists within the registrar right
now. | did see correspondence that was sent to Affairs in November of
2019, | believe, where this request was put forward to develop an Inuit
Ancestry database so that the registrar can more efficiently do its job and
that members from the communities can have a good foundation to work
on as they make their decisions. There was, budgeted under last year's
budget, a special workshop to get all the members together from the
Membership Committees to be able to start this process of developing an
Inuit Ancestry database. Obviously, Covid-19 has come along and really
thrown a wrench into that. But it is something that we're still committed
to doing and, you know, we'll try to support the registrar in any way that
we can to make sure that this process of creating an Inuit Ancestry

database can move forward. Nakummek, Mme Speaker.
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Thank you, First Minister Edmunds. Do you have a supplementary

question, Ordinary Member Andersen?

No, thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Ordinary Member Andersen. | now call upon Sivunivut Inuit

Community Chair, Maxene Winters.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is for the Health and Social
Development Minister, the Honourable Gerald Asivak. Can you please
advise when members in Upper Lake Melville area will be able to receive
the Covid-19 vaccine? | know that the 75 and up members will be getting

it soon but is there a timeline for regular members, that it will be available?

Thank you, Chair Winters. Minister Asivak?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and Chairperson Winters for your question. The
Government of Newfoundland and Labrador, Department of Health and
Community Service is administering the vaccination for the province. As
of this past Saturday, vaccination for the target elderly group 75 and up
has been postponed due to shortage of vaccine nation-wide. DHSD is
working closely with Labrador Grenfell Health to keep everyone informed
when the vaccine will be available to the general adult population. NG will
share information through all media channels when it is available.
Vaccination updates are also available online, Gov NL dot Covid-19

vaccines. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, Minister Asivak. Do you have a supplementary question

Chairperson Winters?



MS. WINTERS:
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PRESIDENT LAMPE:

No, | do not. Thank you, and thank you, to Gerald.

Thank you. | now call upon AngajukKak Glenn Sheppard for Postville,

please.

Thank you Mme Speaker. My question is directed to the Honourable
President, Johannes Lampe. Mme Speaker, take my memory back to
November of 2019 when the official opening of the lllusuak happened in
Nain. | happened to be part of the ceremony. Part of the statement that
was made at the time by the President, Mme Speaker, was, "It was a good
purpose or a good reason to what's called bridging the gap between the
youth and the elders." My question for the President today Mme Speaker
would be, what has been done to date to bridge that gap between the
youth and the elders in my community of Postville and the remaining
communities within Nunatsiavut, Upper Lake Melville and the Canadian

Constituency. Thank you, Mme Speaker.

Thank you, AngajukKak Sheppard. President Lampe, would you like to

respond?

Nakummek, UKatti, Nakummek, to AngajukKak Sheppard for the question.
Certainly, the elders and the youth are very important part of the
Nunatsiavut Government and especially where we as Labrador Inuit have
to bridge the gap and we certainly, are working on bridging that gap and-,
but Covid happened. But that doesn't say that we will not continue to work
on getting the elders and youth where the elders can certainly pass on

valuable knowledge to the younger generation. | know that we will work
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very hard to make sure that this knowledge is continued to be passed on
to our children and our grandchildren. And certainly, the Department of
Language, Culture and Tourism plays a big role in making sure that
knowledge is passed on through the youth programs and the parks-, but
due to Covid, this has been slowed down a lot. But | will certainly keep
pushing the Executive Council to make sure that this very important issue
is discussed, but right now, due to Covid, and like in all other things that

we do, this has slowed down a lot. Nakummek, UKatti.

Thank you, President Lampe. Do you have a supplementary question

AngajukKak Sheppard?

No, | don't, Mme Speaker and thank you, Mr. President.

| now call upon AngajukKak Barry Andersen for Makkovik.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is to Minister of Lands and Natural
Resources, Minister Flowers. Makkovik Innuit Community Government
did not opt in for the Quonset Hut program, last fall, but rather would like
to see a new freight laydown area. Has there been any discussions the
Federal or Provincial Governments or funding agencies for this much
needed infrastructure in Makkovik? Mr. Flowers, that's your department,

| believe?

Thank you, AngajukKak Andersen. Minister Flowers?

Thank you, Honourable Speaker and thank you AngajukKak for Makkovik.
| have not been engaged, Mme Speaker in the talks of a laydown area as

you call it, for the Makkovik. But | certainly, will take in consideration and
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see what my department has any updates for me on that and should be
able to answer the question tomorrow. If not, | will certainly, whenever

possible get the question answered. Thank you, Mme Speaker

Thank you, Minister Flowers. Do you have a supplementary question,

AngajukKak Andersen?

No, Mme Speaker.

Thank you. | now call upon AngajukKak Wolfrey for Rigolet.

Thank you, Mme Speaker. My question is for Minister of Health and
Community Services, Minister Asivak. Given that the new strains that are
coming with Covid and the rest of Canada, and the increase, | guess, in
some of the cases in Newfoundland and Labrador, do DHSD have a
comprehensive plan of what's gonna happen in the communities if one of
those strains, you know, infiltrates or come into Labrador, even? Is there

a comprehensive plan and can you share it with us? Thank you.

Thank you, AngajukKak Wolfrey. Minister Asivak?

Thank you, Mme Speaker and AngajukKak Wolfrey. As you noted, these
are new strains within Canada and world-wide, very recent information
and research is still being investigated on this. And as information is shared
through our parent Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, it is filtered down through us at
NG and we are still working closely with the Provincial and Federal
Government. We strongly encourage everybody to continue to follow
health protocols to Covid-19 including wearing your mask, hand hygiene,

staying home if you're sick and calling 8-1-1 if needed. As | noted, this is
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still new strains and right now the majority of Nunatsiavut adult population
are fortunate enough to be vaccinated and as more information is shared
to us from other health parties, we will share and encourage updates as

needed. Thank you, AngajukKak Wolfrey.

Thank you, Minister As