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DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND NATURAL RESOURCES
NUNATSIAVUT ASSEMBLY, QUARTERLY REPORT / MINISTERS STATEMENT
November 2025



Mister Speaker,

I am pleased to present my quarterly report as Minister of Lands and Natural Resources. This update highlights key developments since my last statement.

Renewable Resources – Fisheries
Mister Speaker, our crab, turbot, Arctic char, and inshore shrimp fisheries are now complete, with the last landings recorded on November 11. Any remaining shrimp will be sold offshore as per normal process.

I am pleased to report that the Torngat Co-op successfully landed a small quantity of cod in Makkovik to test their automated processing equipment. Testing went well, and they will be ready to accept cod in Makkovik in 2026.

The Nunatsiavut Government cod fishery is ongoing, with two beneficiary fishers active.

Wildlife
Mister Speaker, the 2025–26 moose hunting season is now open. To date, four licences have been filled—three in Nain and one in Rigolet.

I am once again pleased to report that the Department filled 34 moose licences in Gros Morne from October 22–26. The meat is now in Goose Bay for shipment to the communities, and we are planning to use the ferry for onward transport.

Mister Speaker, the Province, in partnership with the Nunatsiavut Government, recently completed the fall classification of the George River Caribou Herd. Preliminary results are promising, and final results are expected later this fall.

Lands Division
Mister Speaker, 26 land use applications have been submitted to date in 2025, and they are at various stages of processing.

The Manager of Lands participated in the MUN/CNA Career Fair in St. John’s in September.

The Director of Lands also participated in the Labrador Inuit Data Collection engagement session, as well as a Quarry Strategy meeting alongside staff and NG’s consultant.

Impact Benefit Agreements
Mister Speaker, the Voisey’s Bay Mine/Mill continues to operate well. Vale has hired Brenda Jararuse as the Inuit Employment Coordinator, effective October 27. Her responsibilities include employment, training, and retention of Nunatsiavut beneficiaries at Voisey’s Bay.

In September and October, Vale delivered the Career Exposure Program to 11 NG beneficiaries. Participants travelled to Voisey’s Bay for four nights, job-shadowing in the Mine, Mill, Mine Maintenance, and the Warehouse. This exposure is a prerequisite for the Job Readiness Training Program (JRTP). Vale has extended offers to 11 beneficiaries to take part in the one-year JRTP beginning in January.

Mister Speaker, EVOKE Architecture will meet with the Nunatsiavut Government and Innu Nation on November 26 to provide an update on the 66% design phase of the Beaver Brook Visitor Experience Hub. The next step will be community engagement sessions in Rigolet, expected in early December.

Non-Renewable Resources
Mister Speaker, Aurora Energy completed its program on October 31. The division conducted a mineral exploration inspection prior to seasonal shutdown. Aurora plans to continue exploring the region. They have also been approved to fly a drone survey over their claims; however, due to weather and the end of the season, it is anticipated the survey will occur sometime in 2026.

Mister Speaker, Churchill Resources completed a short program that included soil sampling and an airborne geophysical survey over their claims. As of October 30, the camp has been winterized, and all personnel were demobilized on November 1.

Mister Speaker, on October 14, the Non-Renewable Resources Division and the Environment Division visited Vale’s Mine Site at Voisey’s Bay to conduct the annual Environmental Performance Review. Staff observed operations and provided environmental recommendations directly to Vale.

Mister Speaker, quarry workplan renewals are underway for NICG, PICG, and RICG. The division has completed the inspection of PICG’s quarry and plans to complete inspections for NICG and RICG before the end of the season.

Finally, Mister Speaker, the Non-Renewable Resources Division and the Deputy Minister of Lands and Natural Resources attended the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM) Newfoundland and Labrador Branch annual conference, Mineral Resources Review, from November 4–7 in St. John’s. The delegation presented, attended technical talks, met with provincial and federal counterparts, company representatives, and prospectors. It was a productive conference despite challenging weather.

Environment Division
Mister Speaker, at the end of October, Lands and Natural Resources participated in the Inuit–Canada Table on Clean Growth and Climate Change. We presented on the Nunatsiavut Government’s climate change strategy, discussed implementation plans, and heard opening remarks from ITK President Natan Obed and ECCC Minister Julie Dabrusin. The second day included breakout sessions with 15 federal departments across four themes related to climate change and how best to address Inuit concerns and priorities in Nunatsiavut.

The fall research season has been successful, with many projects underway throughout Nunatsiavut communities, the Torngat Mountains, and the Labrador Sea. This includes the deployment of a third hydrophone mooring—an underwater microphone that will monitor marine mammals and ship traffic year-round in the Torngat Area of Interest.
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